
RAMONA WEATHER

Follow us

Red-tailed hawks have darker backs and lighter chests with a dark “belly band.”

Soaring With Hawks

Jul 31, 2019Jul 31, 2019

A shadow passes over the landscape, and you look up to see a shape soaring high in the sky — it is a hawk,
majestic in flight. For a moment, you wonder at its ability to maintain flight so gracefully.

This sight is a rather familiar one in Ramona, with hawks being a common presence. And there are two species
in particular that are seen most frequently: red-tailed hawks and red-shouldered hawks. 

According to the National Audubon Society, red-tailed hawks are the most widespread and familiar hawk in
North America. With a wingspan stretching from three to upwards of four feet, these highly skilled hunters are
equipped with hooked beaks, superb eyesight, and strong legs and feet with sharp talons.

Though its close relative, the red-shouldered hawk, is smaller, both raptors are a sight to behold. 

MENU

COLUMNS

CREATIVE CONNECTIONS

Linda Kelly

MORTAR ON MAIN STREET

The Yarn You Say

https://ramonajournal.com/
https://ramonajournal.com/
https://www.calljanryan.com/realestateagentoffice/ramona-ca-92065-janryan-id11148142.html
http://www.ransombrothers.com/
https://forecast7.com/en/33d04n116d88/ramona/?unit=us
https://www.ramonadisposal.com/
http://www.dentalramona.com/
https://forecast7.com/en/33d04n116d88/ramona/?unit=us
https://ramonajournal.com/index99.htm
https://ramonajournal.com/linda-kelly-p814-99.htm
https://ramonajournal.com/linda-kelly-p814-99.htm
https://ramonajournal.com/index233.htm
https://ramonajournal.com/the-yarn-you-say-p705-233.htm
https://ramonajournal.com/the-yarn-you-say-p705-233.htm


"Red-tailed hawks are much stronger and have a more ‘controlled’ temperament,” says Christine Barton, director
of operations for the Fund for Animals Wildlife Center in Ramona. "Red-shouldered hawks are more vocal and
flighty.” 

Aside from size and temperament, there are coloration differences between the two birds. As their name
implies, red-tailed hawks have a reddish hue to the tops of their tails. From above, their coloration is fairly dark,
and from below, they are mostly pale with a dark band across the underside of their bodies, sometimes referred
to as a "belly band.” 

In contrast, red-shouldered hawks appear largely reddish-brown on the underside of their body. And their tail
and flight feathers are banded with black and white. 

While the red-tailed variety may seem to be a more common sight, Barton says this is mostly due to their
hunting styles. 

"Red-tailed hawks hunt from perch lookouts and near open fields, and red-shouldered hawks are found in more
wooded areas with partial trees and more scrub.” 

With outstanding eyesight and accuracy, hawks can dive from the air with impressive speed to capture their
prey. While both species consume a variety of critters, says Barton, the red-shouldered variety hunts smaller
prey more fitting with its smaller body size, such as field mice, snakes and other birds. Red-tailed hawks typically
eat larger rodents, including squirrels, gophers, rabbits and snakes — though they will also eat field mice. 

Aside from being entertaining to watch, hawks are beneficial predators that provide natural rodent control and
help keep them from becoming too abundant. 

With this in mind, it is important to remember the effects that rodenticides have on the food chain. Wildlife
rehabilitation centers around the country see countless cases of secondary rodenticide poisoning, which occurs
when an animal consumes a poisoned animal. Other methods of deterrence are preferable, as animals other
than just the intended prey are likely to fall victim.

While red-tailed hawks are found across the United States and into Canada and Mexico, red-shouldered hawks
live predominately along the East Coast and inland as far as Oklahoma, and populating only a small range on the
West Coast in California and Baja California. 

Hawks’ predatory nature may give them a bad reputation in some circles, but they are truly beneficial members
of the ecosystem. 

The next time you spot one, take a moment to identify what type it is and remember the natural talents with
which they are endowed. 
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