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To serve our country, to learn a trade, to find a different kind of
family — there are countless reasons why people decide to enlist
in the military.
For Steve Breight, the motivation was to get out of his childhood
home. But he had no idea what kind of future this would lead to.
"I wanted my freedom,” he says, laughing at the irony. "I was not
motivated academically in high school and didn’t have any idea of
what I wanted to do with my life.”
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Inspiration to enlist came from his uncle and brother-in-law, who
had both served in the U.S. Navy. After graduating from Pasadena
High School, Breight decided to follow in their footsteps and joined
the United States Navy Reserve in 1970, at 18 years old.
Breight served as a radioman aboard the USS Windham County. Photo
Courtesy of Steve Breight

He served as a radioman aboard the USS Windham County (LST
1170), a tank landing ship, or as those aboard the ship referred to it, "large slow target.”
"It was a small ship, flat-bottomed, designed to pull up onto the beach to unload or take on soldiers, tanks and
supplies,” he says, adding that the ship would pull up on a beach or anchor in a river to support the riverboats, which
traveled the smaller waterways.
He says they were informally referred to as the "brown-water Navy,” as opposed to the "blue-water Navy,” since their
ship was capable of entering littoral environments with shallower waters.

Creative Coop

RAMONA'S TRAINER

"Because of the size of the ship, we were able to go a lot of places that other Navy vessels couldn’t go,” he says.
As a radioman, Breight was part of the communication sector of the ship, receiving messages, orders and weather
reports, and coordinating movements and more, as well as communicating that information where it
was needed.
Breight grew up in a suburb of Detroit, Mich., before the family relocated to California when he was 11. When he went
to meet up with the USS Windham County in Japan, he ran into a man he had grown up with in his home state.
"So out of the millions of people that were in the service at the time, I run into a guy I grew up with as a little kid in
Michigan,” he says of the encounter.
While the ship’s home port was in Japan, the vessel traveled throughout the area, picking up equipment and personnel
from the Philippines to deliver to Vietnam. It provided supplies and fuel for the riverboats and troops, and aided in
evacuating troops under fire. It also transported Vietnamese prisoners of war to Con Son Island.
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While Breight served until 1976, in his 17 months overseas, he saw a lot of time on the water, accumulating a total of
10 months and 23 days of sea duty.
As someone who did not appreciate scholarly pursuits in high school, Breight says his life certainly took a turn after
service. He attended San Diego State University and went into the aerospace industry, working for 10 years in
manufacturing and engineering before changing gears to earn his master’s degree, and eventually doctoral degree, in
divinity.
After dedicating 25 years as a pastor, Breight is now retired with his wife of 40 years, Anne. The couple moved to
Ramona in 2016. They have three children and two grandchildren.
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Experiences like Breight’s are bound to stick with a person.
"Vietnam was not a very popular war, and coming back from it, I tried to bury it unsuccessfully for 37 years,” he says. "I
finally met some guys who had been in Vietnam, too, from different branches of service. They were sharing about
PTSD and triggers, and it struck a nerve.”
He sought help through different avenues, including a Christian support group for veterans. And he contributed to the
AV Wall project, which is a mobile, half-scale-size tribute monument of the Vietnam War Memorial in Washington, D.C.
Breight encourages those thinking of enlisting to do their research before making a commitment, to go into it "with your
eyes wide open.”
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He is grateful for where life has taken him, from Vietnam and serving his faith, to a loving and supportive wife and
family.
"I consider myself very fortunate,” he says.
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